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The Bronze Age in Greece (c. 3000-1100 BCE) marked the beginning of
organized civilization. The two dominant cultures of this period were the
Minoans and the Mycenaeans.

The Minoans flourished on the island of Crete and established a maritime
empire that spanned the Aegean Sea. They were known for their elaborate
palaces, advanced art, and written language called Linear A.
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The Mycenaeans emerged on the mainland of Greece and developed a
powerful military society. They ruled over a vast kingdom centered around

the city of Mycenae and traded extensively with the Minoans.
Dark Ages and the Rise of the Polis
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The Bronze Age in Greece came to an abrupt end around 1100 BCE,
marking the beginning of the Greek Dark Ages. This period was
characterized by widespread violence, population decline, and a loss of
literacy.

Gradually, out of the turmoil of the Dark Ages, the polis (city-state)
emerged. The polis became the fundamental political and social unit of
ancient Greece, with its own laws, government, and military.

The Archaic Period: Time of Expansion and Reform
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The Archaic Period (c. 800-500 BCE) witnessed a resurgence of Greek
civilization. The population expanded, and many new poleis were founded
both in Greece and beyond, in areas such as southern Italy and Asia Minor.

Important political and social reforms took place during this period,
including the development of written laws, the rise of tyrants, and the
establishment of democratic governments in some poleis, notably Athens.
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The Classical Period: Greece's Golden Age

The Classical Period (c. 500-323 BCE) is considered the golden age of
ancient Greece. This period saw tremendous achievements in the arts,
philosophy, and politics.

Athens, under the leadership of Pericles, became the cultural center of
Greece. The Parthenon, a magnificent temple dedicated to the goddess
Athena, was built on the Acropolis.

Great philosophers such as Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle emerged, laying
the foundations of Western philosophy. The Classical Period also
witnessed the rise of the Greek theater, with playwrights like Sophocles and
Euripides writing enduring masterpieces.
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The Hellenistic Era: Alexander's Conquests and Cultural Exchange

Alexander’s Conquests
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The Hellenistic Era (c. 323-146 BCE) began with the conquests of
Alexander the Great. Alexander's empire stretched from Greece to India,
and his conquests led to the spread of Greek culture and ideas throughout
the Mediterranean and beyond.

After Alexander's death, his empire was divided among his generals. The
Hellenistic kingdoms, such as the Ptolemaic kingdom in Egypt and the
Seleucid kingdom in Syria, became centers of learning and artistic
innovation.

Legacy of Ancient Greece
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Ancient Greece left an enduring legacy that continues to shape Western

civilization today. Its contributions to art, philosophy, science, and politics
have had a profound impact on the development of human thought and
culture.

Greek art, with its emphasis on beauty, proportion, and realism, became a
model for later artists. Greek philosophy, which explored fundamental
questions about the nature of the world and human existence, laid the
groundwork for Western thought.

Greek scientific discoveries in astronomy, mathematics, and medicine laid
the foundations for modern science. Greek political thought, with its
emphasis on democracy and individual freedom, shaped the development
of modern political systems.
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The history of ancient Greece is a captivating tale of human ingenuity,
creativity, and resilience. From the Bronze Age to the Hellenistic Era, the
Greeks made significant contributions to art, philosophy, politics, and
science, shaping the course of Western civilization forever.
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The world of literature is constantly evolving, with new translations and
critical essays emerging to shed light on classic and...

Knitting Pattern Kp190 Baby Sleeping Bags
Sizes 3mths 6mths 9mths 12mths UK

This easy-to-follow knitting pattern will guide you through the process of
creating a cozy and practical sleeping bag for your little one. The
sleeping...
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