
Captivating Guide to the Puritan Influence in
the Colonial History of the United States
The Puritans were a group of English Protestants who sought to purify the
Church of England from what they believed to be the remnants of
Catholicism. They were a fundamentalist sect that believed in the
importance of personal faith and the authority of the Bible. The Puritans
played a major role in the founding of the United States, particularly in the
establishment of the Massachusetts Bay Colony.

Puritan Origins and Beliefs
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The Puritan movement originated in England in the 16th century. The
Puritans were initially known as "separatists" because they believed that
the Church of England was beyond reform and that they should separate
from it. They were also known as "nonconformists" because they refused to
conform to the rituals and ceremonies of the Anglican Church.

The Puritans believed in a form of Calvinism that emphasized the
sovereignty of God and the depravity of man. They believed that salvation
was only possible through God's grace and that it was predestined before
the foundation of the world. The Puritans also believed in the importance of
personal faith and the authority of the Bible. They sought to live a life of
purity and holiness, according to the teachings of the Bible.

Puritan Migration to the New World

The Puritans began to migrate to the New World in the early 17th century.
The first group of Puritans, known as the Pilgrims, sailed to America on the
Mayflower in 1620. They established the Plymouth Colony in present-day
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Massachusetts. The Pilgrims were followed by a larger group of Puritans
who established the Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1630. The
Massachusetts Bay Colony quickly became the most important Puritan
colony in America.

The Puritans were motivated to migrate to the New World by a variety of
factors, including religious persecution, economic opportunity, and a desire
to establish a new society based on their own religious principles. The
Puritans believed that they could create a utopia in the New World, a
society that would be free from the corruptions of Europe.

Puritan Influence on Colonial American Society

The Puritans had a profound influence on the development of colonial
American society. They established a system of government based on the
principles of the Bible. They also established a system of education that
was designed to produce a learned and pious citizenry. The Puritans also
played a major role in the development of American law and literature.

The Puritan legacy is still evident in the United States today. Many of the
values that are cherished by Americans, such as the importance of
education, hard work, and individual responsibility, can be traced back to
the Puritans. The Puritans also left behind a rich literary tradition that has
had a lasting impact on American culture.

The Puritan Experiment: A Mixed Legacy

The Puritan experiment in the New World was not without its flaws. The
Puritans were often intolerant of dissenting opinions, and they sometimes
used harsh punishments to enforce their religious beliefs. The Puritans also



believed in the inherent inferiority of Native Americans, and they often
treated them brutally.

Despite their flaws, the Puritans made a significant contribution to the
founding of the United States. They established a system of government
and a set of values that have had a lasting impact on American society. The
Puritan legacy is a complex one, but it is one that is worth exploring.

The Puritans were a fascinating and influential group of people. They
played a major role in the founding of the United States, and their legacy is
still evident today. The Puritan experiment was not without its flaws, but it is
a testament to the power of faith and the importance of individual liberty.
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New Translation and Critical Essays: A
Comprehensive Analysis
The world of literature is constantly evolving, with new translations and
critical essays emerging to shed light on classic and...

Knitting Pattern Kp190 Baby Sleeping Bags
Sizes 3mths 6mths 9mths 12mths UK
This easy-to-follow knitting pattern will guide you through the process of
creating a cozy and practical sleeping bag for your little one. The
sleeping...
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