
Triangle: The Fire That Changed America
The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: A Turning Point in American
History

On March 25, 1911, a tragic fire erupted at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
in Manhattan, New York City. The blaze claimed the lives of 146 workers,
mostly young immigrant women, and left an indelible mark on American
history.

The factory, located in a high-rise building on Greene Street, employed
over 500 workers who labored long hours in cramped and unsafe
conditions. The factory's owners, Max Blanck and Isaac Harris, had
repeatedly ignored safety concerns, leading to a series of near-accidents
and worker protests.

The fire began at around 5:00 pm near a rag bin on the eighth floor.
Witnesses reported seeing sparks and flames, which quickly spread
through the factory like wildfire. The workers, trapped inside by locked
doors and blocked exits, were forced to flee down the narrow stairwells or
jump from the windows.
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As the fire raged, firefighters arrived on the scene and attempted to rescue
the trapped workers. However, their efforts were hampered by inadequate
equipment and the intense heat and smoke. The fire department's ladders
could only reach the sixth floor, leaving hundreds of workers stranded
above.

In a desperate attempt to escape, some workers jumped from the upper
floors of the building. The streets below were littered with broken bodies
and shattered glass. As the fire continued to burn, firefighters used water
hoses to knock down the flames and prevent the blaze from spreading to
neighboring buildings.

Firefighters spent over an hour battling the blaze before finally bringing it
under control. By that time, the death toll had reached 146. Most of the
victims died from smoke inhalation or burns, while others perished in the
fall from the building.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire sent shockwaves throughout the
nation. It exposed the appalling working conditions and safety violations
that were common in factories at the time. The tragedy sparked public
outrage and demands for reform.

In the aftermath of the fire, investigations were conducted and several
individuals were charged with manslaughter. The factory owners, Blanck
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and Harris, were found guilty and sentenced to 20 years in prison.
However, they served less than 4 years before being paroled.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire also led to the formation of the
National Consumers League and the National Fire Protection Association.
These organizations worked to improve safety standards in factories and
other workplaces.

The fire also had a significant impact on the labor movement. Workers
across the country were inspired by the courage and sacrifice of the
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory workers. It helped to galvanize support for
unions and for laws that protected workers' rights.

In 1913, New York State passed the Factory Investigating Commission Act,
which established the Factory Investigating Commission. This commission
investigated working conditions in factories and recommended reforms to
improve safety.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire remains a symbol of the struggles and
sacrifices of workers in the early 20th century. It is a reminder of the
importance of workplace safety and the fight for workers' rights.

The Victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire claimed the lives of 146 workers,
mostly young immigrant women. The victims were between the ages of 14
and 23, and most of them had come to the United States from Eastern
Europe.

Here are some of their stories:



Clara Lemlich Shavelson: A 23-year-old Ukrainian immigrant, Clara
Lemlich Shavelson was one of the leaders of the strike that preceded
the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire. She died in the fire along with her
sister, Sadie.

Rose Schneiderman: A 26-year-old Russian immigrant, Rose
Schneiderman was a labor leader who worked tirelessly to improve
working conditions for women. She survived the fire but was badly
injured.

Kate Altman: A 19-year-old Ukrainian immigrant, Kate Altman was a
worker at the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory. She died in the fire after
jumping from the eighth floor of the building.

Theresa Malkiel: A 14-year-old Italian immigrant, Theresa Malkiel was
one of the youngest victims of the fire. She died in the fire after being
suffocated by smoke.

These are just a few of the stories of the victims of the Triangle Shirtwaist
Factory Fire. Their lives were cut short by a tragedy that could have been
prevented. Their deaths helped to change the course of American history
and to make workplaces safer for all workers.

The Legacy of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire had a profound impact on American
history. It led to the passage of new laws and regulations to improve
workplace safety and workers' rights.

The fire also helped to galvanize support for the labor movement and to
raise awareness of the plight of immigrant workers.



Today, the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire is remembered as a tragedy that
changed America. It is a symbol of the struggles and sacrifices of workers
in the early 20th century and a reminder of the importance of workplace
safety and workers' rights.

Visiting the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial is located at the site of the
former Triangle Shirtwaist Factory in Manhattan, New York City. The
memorial is a small park and garden that commemorates the victims of the
fire.

The memorial features a bronze sculpture of a young woman reaching for
the sky. The sculpture is surrounded by a garden with trees and flowers.

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial is a place of remembrance
and reflection. It is a place to learn about the tragedy that occurred here
and to honor the victims who lost their lives.

How to Get to the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial is located at 29-33
Washington Place in Manhattan, New York City. The memorial is accessible
by subway, bus, and car.

By subway: Take the 6 train to Astor Place station or the F train to
23rd Street station.

By bus: Take the M15 bus to 23rd Street and 6th Avenue.

By car: Parking is available in the surrounding area.



Things to Do Near the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial

In addition to visiting the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial, there
are several other things to do in the area:

Visit the New York City Fire Museum, which tells the story of the fire
department and its role in fighting the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire.

Visit the Cooper Union Foundation Building, which is located across
the street from the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial. The
building was designed by Peter Cooper and is a National Historic
Landmark.

Visit the Washington Square Park, which is a large park that is located
a few blocks from the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire Memorial. The
park is home to a variety of attractions, including a playground, a dog
run, and a public pool.
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